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Dear Colleague,

As President of the Southern Thoracic Surgical Association, it is
my great pleasure to extend this invitation to you to attend the

STSA 55th Annual Meeting, November 5-8, 2008, in Austin,

Texas.

The Hyatt Regency Lost Pines Resort is a beautiful facility nestled
in McKinney Roughs Nature Park just outside Austin. It is a
perfect family venue and just the right size for our group.

Please take a few minutes to go over this Advance Program, which
highlights the presentations by accepted abstract authors and
includes an excellent Postgraduate Program as well as some special
lectures. The Program Committee carefully considered the com-
ments and suggestions received from last year's attendees when
they created the 2008 Program. The Scientific Sessions will again
feature cardiac, thoracic, and — new this year — congenital breakout
sessions on Friday afternoon. All sessions have been scheduled to
allow for plenty of opportunities for thoughtful discussion. There
will also be time for attendees to enjoy the camaraderie and
fellowship that is such a big part of the STSA Annual Meeting
experience.

In addition to the scientific sessions, you and your family can
spend time enjoying the many activities offered at the Lost Pines
Resort. A great spa, swimming pool, lazy river, horseback riding,
hiking, even kayaking and canoeing are available on the resort’s
impressive grounds. Be sure to register in advance for the always
popular golf and tennis tournaments on Saturday afternoon and
please share the enclosed activity sheet with your spouse or guest so
he or she can register for the structured events being offered this
year. Finally, I encourage everyone to attend the grand finale of the
Annual Meeting, the Texas Tuxedo Dinner Dance on Saturday
evening. STSA is goin' Texan this year and you will not want to
miss this fun-filled evening.

I look forward to an outstanding 55th Annual Meeting and
spending time with you and our colleagues as we enjoy the
fellowship and education of the STSA. See you in Austin!

Sincerely,

g@ﬁfwwvﬂ_
John W. Hammon, MD
STSA President
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STSA CME Mission
The continuing medical education
mission of the Southern Thoracic
Surgical Association is to deliver
high quality, practical, and scien-
tifically rigorous education regard-
ing what is new or of importance
in the clinical disciplines of car-
diac surgery, general thoracic sur-
gery, and congenital heart surgery
as well as in the areas of practice
management and health care
policy for STSA cardiothoracic
surgeon members and non-
members. The primary continuing
education program conducted by
STSA is at its Annual Meeting.
This meeting is composed of
peer-reviewed scientific abstracts,
invited presentations by leading
experts, group presentations, panel
discussions, video programs, and
new modalities as appropriate.
Through its continuing medical
education program, STSA strives
to educate its
members and
meeting attendees
to improve the quality
of their patient

care and their

* professional lives.






